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CHAPTER EIGHT
SAGE BHUSHUNDA, THE CROW (3)

[BHUSHUNDA’S MEMORIES OF ETERNAL LIFE]
ETERNAL LIFE OF BHUSHUNDA CROW

[What it is to be a part of countless Creations that raise like insects from the ground-holes in the rainy season?
Only Bhushunda knows!
Bhushunda has to exist as a part of some Creation, as a perceived state of mind, to be eternal as a ‘Bhushunda mind of Sattva
type’. He escapes the dissolution-state of every Creation through his Yogic power, but has to be inside every Creation, and
be aware of the main events that happen there; and because of his sharpness of intellect, all the events of all the Creations
become part of his memories, proving his long-life.
Life is what but a string of memories!
The measure of memories alone, decides the eternity of life.
If nothing was there as in the perception-less state of Brahman, no life also is there as any mind-state.
Bhushunda can have a prolonged life, if and only he can store memories of countless Creations.
These Creations can be his memories, only if he is a part of those Creations.
His Kalpa-tree and he as a crow-form are always there as un-erased pictures of every Creation-span.
He is a permanent picture of the Brahman-canvas, drawn by some special ink as it were; never to disappear ever.
Creations in his level are like dust particles that pass through him; but his Brahman-mind can grasp every perceived scene,
and store it as a proof of his eternal life.
All these Creations belong to his mind-field only, as the events of his eternal life.
Since no one can reach his level of Yoga easily, he is alone, and has the measure of life extending to many many Kalpas.
That is the only way, you can be a part of eternity.
An insect can see only a few grass-shoots as its life-measure; but a giant elephant can pass through thousands and
thousands of forest-trees within minutes. This is how eternity gets measured; as per the measure of the memory-content
of your mind.
Vasishta keeps his measure of eternity as a permanent preceptor of the kings of RaghuVamsha; as a permanent part of
Seven-Rishi unit; as a permanent part of Shiva himself; and as a permanent instructor of knowledge for any Creation.
However, eternity has its own paybacks.
An eternal one is always alone; like a lone eagle flying high above the sky.
Unless one is extremely detached to every person and object, eternity becomes unbearable.
To watch deaths, destruction, the bad winning over good, the tears and tribulations of the good ones, the cessations of
the dear ones, is not an easy task.
Unless a Jeeva is in the Brahman-state, eternity is painful only.
A Mukta of the highest level alone, can be qualified to stay eternal.
He alone, who does not want anything, gets everything.
Bhushunda belonged to the excellent Mukta category.
He can never cease to be.
Maybe, somewhere from the Kalpa tree of a Creation of which this world is a part of, he might be watching the events
of this world also, like watching a minuscule spark of a lightning flash!
However, which event of this Earth is worthy enough to be added to his memory-store to become a part of his mind-field,
when nothing but desire-fulfilments alone galore in this world?!
Who will bother even to glance at this world where no individual exists at all, but only the Vaasanaa-processes!]



afastard
Vasishta spoke (to Bhushunda)

H ARG A—S: AR JeregHAATa:| (21.26)

TEAGAYUTTCuaaSIAITA: & fh TR wear REaftasaend| (21.27)

Hey Auspicious one! You remain always liberated. You are of a long life-span.

You are the Master of your own life. You are endowed with Knowledge and understanding.
You are extremely courageous. Your mind is controlled by Yoga.

You have seen countless appearances and disappearances of Creations.

What interesting events still are in your memory?

RIS 3dTd
Bhushunda spoke (to Vasishta)

Je RIATGaTHASTAGUIdeY rAeiaagaiian TFRIHIAT GUAY:| (21.28)
Hey noblest of all!l remember well this Earth (Dharaa/BhoolLoka) below, as a rock-like surface, bereft of
any grass or shrub also, bereft of hills and forest trees also.

SAAYHEHTOT AV T HEAARIIYUIT FEATH RN | (21.29)

I remember well this Earth below as a surface covered by ashes only, for ten thousand and ten hundred
years.

AU TGardRMASTARARNAVS T Jfashicarelerl HEAUTH TRIAU:| (21.30)

I remember well this Earth below, as a place where the sun had not risen as a separate source of light,
where the moon-sphere had not risen yet, where there was no separate day-light at all.

AR ATACAIRIYRTDICY dlehlelleh [ AAGAT G FEATFITH | (21.31)
I remember this Earth filled with mountains, and slightly lighted up by the shine of the precious stones of

the Meru Mountain and with only half the hollows illuminated, and looking like the Lokaaloka Mountain,
half dark and half lustrous.

UGEIGHITH &TRIATHR [Ae TAAAAA AT : HEARIH GRIfFAH| (21.32)

I remember well this Earth below, where the battle of Asuras was going on, and everything was getting
destroyed by them, and the people running all around with no place to take shelter in.

TG AP HGTRRIR: Scaled [Xdi TH SERIH SfHere| (21.33)

I remember well this Earth below, where the Asuras kept it under their control for four Yugas, and had
imprisoned the beautiful Deva-ladies in their harems.

HGrdled NAledled HACATIRATS T ISICTTAAN HEATH FIHEH| (21.34)

I remember the Jagat-hut as completely under the waters with no place left back to stand even, and

the Trinities Brahmaa and others sheltered in this Meru Mountain.

[If no one is there, nothing can be perceived at all; and any world cannot come into existence at all as a perceived field,

if a mind is absent. A Brahmaa-mind has to exist as a witness of Creations where no Jeeva had yet been conceived.

When a Brahmaa tries to conceive various Creations as an amusement, where only trees were there, or where only mountains
were there, Bhushunda as the Brahman-mind, witnesses them also, as a part of that Brahmaa-Creation.

Such Creations can never be witnessed by any other Jeeva, other than Bhushunda.]

TIIIMEAW AR TAUEY: FEBATAATOT FEFRH GRITAAH| (21.35)

I remember well this Earth below, as fully covered by the forest trees without a gap, without any
life-forms coming into being, for half of the four Yugas.

Td IgYeT AU AR HUGASTATaR] HEAITH TRITHATH| (21.36)

I remember well this Earth below, as extending for more than the four Yuga-span, and covered gap-less
with mountains and with no living thing around.

ERIAVHEHTON FHdecIedTde: ARhIo aika: quit e QIfdaAET| (21.37)

I remember well this Earth below, where the lands were covered by mountains of bones belonging
to the dead Daityas, for about ten thousand years.
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AT fedAVAATTARAFART a7 T fAJarfa:Qul FEAUH qTAFzANH| (21.38)
I remember also the sky-region filled with complete darkness with not a star in sight, and all the
sky-travellers hiding away in fear.

HATEATFIEARMAGIIAAT I Fa faeeaamaedel FEAUH FpErH| (21.39)

I remember the Jagat-hut, where Sage Agastya was not there, and the arrogant Vindhya Mountain
swallowing off all the directions (to become huge like Meru), and the entire terrain filled with only
a single mountain without divisions.

TATHIAT Jled-HEIRIA TgATT b ad ggelhd TR HaTUd: YOI (21.40)
These and many other occurrences I do remember very well! What is there to talk about them?
(Since you are curious to know about all this) I will describe them all in brief, listen.

ST sIE= R AT AT ERFHTGATIIIRICA =1 (21.41)

I remember well the countless Manus and Brahmaas, and all the hundreds of four-fold Yugas passing
through with their variety of events.

ThAd Fad Y JeURRalold ATelhiaad ddb HiRIcHdl TFEged| (21.42)
I remember a Creation where no Suras and Asuras had made an appearance yet, and which looked like

heap of lustre only, as a single state of absolute purity where Brahmaa in the Viraat-state was absorbed
in contemplation only, and had not conceived the Creation yet.

Y SreroT A ANEYIRIED TEAAAD T Dhidcqdl TREIEH| (21.43)

I remember some Creation of complete lawlessness, where the Brahmins were arrogant and greedy,
where low caste people disregarded the Devas, and where women were unchaste and mated with many
men of their choice.

FETARIHUISHHB UG TIFHATAYLY hiTcHI FAUFISH| (21.44)

I remember a Creation, where the Earth-pedestal was covered completely with trees, and where the
huge ocean had not been conceived yet, and where men were born by themselves through Brahmaa’s
mind-conceptions.

HIGTAHH T ANATCAFRATAG I TGIPYUBIRIGT hidcHI TFFTEH| (21.45)
I remember a Creation, where the mountains and lands had not appeared yet, where the immortal Devas

and the Manu’s descendants were not formed yet, and still were getting formed from the emptiness of
the space.

HAGHAANUTAAACTEATTATH FHAAIDGTAh hidcad FTHTFIRH| (21.46)
I remember a Creation, which was midway between two Kalpas,

where there was no Indra, no king, no differentiation of the excellent, the middle and the lowly men,

and the directions were all equal and not seen at all.
[All are just stories that happen again and again!]

FNURFHBAT TAHTIN HaTTd FATITGEAT STFegrd gATFedd, (47)

qUIYATITT GRRIANTEN AU HKETIhhaEAH YafaAoraa @, (48)
STeAGHERICIAT g Uegeaaredfd feuanemusior airereor fara:, (49)

FeUd UIdare I deaAdadd I HAeelledald deRAdd T #A=U, (50)

JISATAUET TS HIROM T HHI:,

STl IT: FHAY: TaeUTAIdSTITcsha: ek f& aredid $aded arg & I@:1 (21.51)
I remember a Creation in its beginning-state where the ‘three worlds’ were still getting divided

and the Kula Mountains were still getting conceived and the JambooDveepa appeared as separated
from the Meru Mountain;

then it was followed by the creation of caste and their duties;

then the star-spheres along with the Dhruva star, were firmly placed;
then the birth of Moon and the Sun, then establishing Indra and Upendra as the rulers;
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then the events of Hiranyaaksha stealing the Earth (not this Earth-planet) and the Earth getting rescued by
Lord Varaaha; then the conceiving of the kings to rule the Earth and the bringing out the Vedas in the
Matsya Avataar; then the uprooting of Mandara Mountain and the churning of the Milk Ocean for getting
the nectar; then there was Garuda before he grew the wings, and then the birth of Sagara’s Sons who dug
the ocean;

all these events which I recall have happened just at the recent times, and are remembered even by

children hey Muni; why bother to feel interested in them?
(They are just some stories of Creations repeated in various manners, again and again.)

IFSdTes TAgddies [AgIdied quUdIes guHdied I¥sdled, hioddlde diodaiiad:| (21.52)
I have lived long and have seen even the odd events like -
Vishnu (who rides Garuda) taking over the Creation-functions of Brahmaa (who rides the swan-bird);

Brahmaa (who rides the swan-bird) destroying the worlds as Shiva (who rides the Nandi bull);

and Shiva (who rides the Nandi bull) protecting the worlds as Vishnu!
(What cannot be conceived by a Brahmaa?)

dal ST STy HIaegSHICY INETYecdlAdRG gy, (22.01)

S

JoRIEIIy FHIARBINEy I HacGARNSIMERaHdeATRY, (02)
Ty, HRY AFACIh A RATEGIRY, (03)
gfaRRuaaTHeR Faey RRvTwRIgmrafavgeHIey, (04)
RIS YATEad=aaTHIR Y ATAITGHIR G UEuIRY, (05)
HAIATHATH [P YHATEIIANCY  SUAGHAUNASHHIRAUYHIRY, (06)

HeUhTAThrey ATy SYRITARITAHIY FAIOT 0T 1| (22.07)

Bhagavan! Only before long, very recently were born Sages like you, namely Bharadvaaja, Pulastya,

Atri, Naarada, and Indra, Marichi, Pulaha, Uddaalaka, Kratu, Bhrgu, Angirasa (Brahmarshis),
Sanatkumara (Siddhrshis), Bhringeesha, Skanda and the elephant-faced (Shiva’s attendant), and

the Goddesses of power Gouri, Sarasvati, Lakshmi, Gaayatri and the others; mountains like Meru,
Mandara, Kailaasa, Himavaan and Dardura; Daanavas like Hayagreeva, Hiranyaaksha, Kaalanemi;
Daityas like Hiranyakashipu, Kraatha, Bali and Prahlaada; kings like Shibi, Nyanku, Prthu, Laakhya,
Vainya , Naabhaaga, Keli, Nala, Maandhaatr, Sagara, Dileepa and Nahusha; Munis like Aatreya,

Vyaasa, Vaalmiki, Shuka and Vaatsyaayana, Upamanyu, Manee, Mankee, Bhageeratha, Shuka and others!
All these were born within a small span of time only; some in the past and some at the present times!
What is there to remember much of them?!

AA T STEIYIET STATEDRIAG Tehel HEAFITH HIl ATEATd HA Haed:| (22.08)

helToolId TAIF: Haldealldd STellchaliaggd: Adlchaldeoladsseld | (22.09)

Sage! You are Brahmaa’s son born for the eighth time!

I remember that you were with me in the eighth Creation.

Sometimes you were born from the sky; sometimes from the water; sometimes from the wind;
sometimes from the rock; sometimes from the fire.

(It is not actually the case of Vasishta having re-births, but Brahman-state of knowledge itself rising as those ‘Vasishta
mind-fields’, to bestow knowledge to Jeevas. Whenever the need is there, say the Vaasanaa for liberation is dominant,
then the knowledge-state of Vasishta has to rise as a knowledge-form of Vasishta.

Where he cannot appear personally, the very text acts the part of Vasishta.)

e ATERAMIRT ATEFHEATATGIINOT: FIifsT AT NeF-aEATFIH| (22.10)

I remember three Creations which were similar in all ways, where similar behaviour, similar directions
were there.

Th U T ATaR A I AR TAR T HHA BT e LR E T o6 I EdRIFIH | (22.11)

I remember ten Creations where the immortals were stable in their positions, had similar life-spans,
with similar forms, similar behaviour, and in similar situations.
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Hedeied aTdT Ut aRUSARALAT HA Uy HIY FIA0 TAqIfad:| (22.12)

The Goddess of support, (BhooDevi, Dhaatri) who sunk under the ocean was lifted out five times by
Koorma, the tortoise-form of Vishnu (and not the Varaaha-form of boar) in five Creations!

HACHYUAINTATH GG FFH gIal ACHAAFNTAAAAH| (22.13)

I remember twelve times of the ocean-churning where the Suras and Asuras were anxiously churning
the Mandara Mountain with speed.

FalfAREa aferameedyr f&a: aRAAfRuanel Aiddeagurag:| (22.14)

Hiranyaaksha, who had the Heaven fully under control and received the forced offerings, took the
prosperous Earth (Vasudhaa, store-house of many riches) under the ocean, three times.

YUThTcSTdl el USIRIAH &R: TEEIMecRonfy TR &IEger#]| (22.15)

Hari became the son of Renukaa six times, and destroyed the warrior-class, in between many Creations.

AT HIOGIAT T TIGEARAA AT FAUTH AIAARID| (22.16)

Hey Best of all Sages! I remember Hari attaining the state of Buddha (knowledge-revelation through Saadhana),
hundred times in hundred KaliYugas as the son of the king of Shauka.

Fefergriaana=g! camearaaral SEhfaaTaiv Tegalel: FAUFIRH| (22.17)

I remember Shiva (ChandraMauli) in thirty Creations as burning Tripura (Daitya-cities), two Creations
where the destruction of Daksha’s Sacrifice took place, and ten Creations where various punishments
were rendered to the Indras.

AroTIHE! FUTHT RUAYHAD [AaNfHTGIAhreATH R | (22.18)

I remember eight battles fought against Baanaasura, and also the agitated state of Sura-armies of
Hari and Sharva where special arrows named Kshura were shot and were destroyed by the Astras
powered by Mantras (by Shiva and Vishnu).

VEDAS AND PURANAS
Ui T gaT AT ddr A harsursdsaghiedaeaFzasd | (22.19)

Muni! I remember each Yuga as having different ‘Kriyaangas’ in the Vedas as per the varied intellectual
capacities of the men born there.

TSI AT FgUTSTi ASTT QIONT Yercled UFgaTiel Il (22.20)

Hey Taintless one! In each Yuga I have observed that the Puraanas though having the same content,
occurring as various versions.

qAEdd dAdHAAT I I AGTie ek iadiafderaeeaeEasd | (22.21)

In each Yuga I remember the same historical poems of Raamaayana and Bhaarata and others too getting

composed by Vaalmiki and Vyaasa (the Knowers of Vedas) again and again.
VAASISHTA RAAMAAYANAM

sfed FATPIACT TAIUNTHY TeAAGTHATTT T ATAME TFAFTRH | (22.22)

I remember an amazing historical poem named as ‘another Raamaayana’ (MahaaRaamaayanam)
having the essence of all the Knowledge-scriptures, which explains the Supreme Knowledge (the
supreme knowledge given to Vasishta and Vishvaamitra) in lakhs of verses.

HGCedsded o Auiidelradd 3id I3 AT A g&d BeAfAarid,
Vaalmiki at present will compose a Raamaayana (first one), where the knowledge related to the world

conduct is given to all, like a fruit given into one’s hand, by exemplifying the life-story of Rama,
that one should act like Rama in the world and not like the wicked Raavana.

Pl arcfthel VdeYAT TchRTATA 3=Ted Uehe oiich U I Sleial: | (22.23,24)

He will compose another one also based on (Brahman-) Knowledge

(Second Raamaayana/Vaasishta Raamaayanam) (containing 32,000 verses)

(conversation between Rama and Vasishta), and spread it all over the world

(which I know through my knowledge-vision), which you will also know in the future-times.
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arealfeharal Shdd dAddiedd a1 $d Uded gl ar fhaa RIeafd araa| (22.25)

Being forgotten again and again, it will be composed twelve times, by a Jeeva named Vaalmiki,
or some other one.

feIAaTy Td #Rd A AT TAAMH UThAcaradd sl faeeas| (22.26)
AR Sldd detarede a1 $d Uaq T8H ar had faeegfd aa#l (22.27)
I remember another one similar in essence to that text named ‘Bhaarata’ composed by Vyaasa in the

past and forgotten. It might be composed by the same Jeeva named Vyaasa or some other one.
This will be forgotten and created again for seven times.

HEAHDIA A0 Agenied gorufa fafemafaanta deafd geer (22.28)
Hey Muneeshvara! I remember many Scriptures filled with stories containing strange events in each Yuga.

HIEAAAT dl=dd dUTa A Jar A1t uerdairelial queanid Eafd d1 (22.29)

Again hey Saadhu, I remember those and other narratives, and remember all of them too, very well.

aTHETAY ASUMARHIINTIT: IYABICA A THATFAT Hfasafa| (22.30)

Vishnu will descend on this Earth (Mahee) now, for the eleventh time to kill the Raakshasas,
and will be named as Rama.

ARRed agu RRUISRAY &R T aREFTT Foleg 3 aROHA| (22.31)

Hari took the form of NaraSimha and killed Hiranyakashipu, like a lion killing an elephant, three times.

agcade fasoneal sRIAgad YT Wi Sea Hfasafa Fiar) (22.32)

Hey Muneeshvara! At present, Vishnu will take birth in the house of Vasudeva to remove the burden

of the Earth (Bhoo) for the sixteenth time.

[Actually, the events of the Creation are conceived by some Brahmaa only; so anything can happen as per his conception,
like different authors recreating the same scenes or different scenes in their books.

Nothing is real or unreal; but just the mind-fancies experienced as real!]

St wfeaRy J e faad, fAaa g derfea Siggediceddn| (22.33)

This delusion of Jagat-existence never exists in reality.
If it ever exists, it is as unstable as the bubbles of water.

RIHTeRAITH AT HiASTeAT AId ofad =M oo ARRaFnfa| (22.34)

This delusion of the perceived phenomenon is impermanent and exists within the perceiving self-state
only. It appears and dissolves like the unstable wave of the ocean.

Fpafaenia agia FAvaAor 7 qUrdHaAsaIor Feerfed FREaesd] (22.35)

I remember similar events of various nature good and bad, and only half-similar events also, in the many
Tri-worlds I saw.

dlAd dTEFBATO JUATRONMTS T JhATOT JATAA e FTATFIH| (22.36)

I remember those very beings, those very actions and sometimes other type of behaviour also;

and also see sometimes those very actions and other types of beings.
(I have no permanent friend or relative who can stay with me forever, in my level.)

UfddAcaeal SRIfcaudEd SoTcshd GiAAMs=TAUTSTS T HYA I (37)

HAAAT TRAMOT 3T Td I deUd: 3 T JdT AT AT Td FAHAT:| (22.38)

Brahman! In each Manvantara, when there is a different Brahmaa creating a world differently,
when other events occur and the known people disappear, I get other new friends and relatives,
other new servants, and other abodes.

PelTeeddled Tdetddheoddlerd: HaldcHaiord: HalTdegirerd: (39)

FEIATGHAGRT Pl AeHAdTd:, (40)

Sometimes I make a nest in the Vindhya peak, and live alone; sometimes I live in the Sahya Mountain;
sometimes live in the Dardura Mountain; sometimes in the Himalayas; sometimes I stay un-moving like
the Malaya.




KALPA TREE

helIcUThacd HiAaAT HW JAqgal o AMER—T Uieyg 1S HUFIeH| (40,41)

Sometimes I approach the same mountain as in the original past, and make a nest on the branch of
this Kalpa tree (ChutaVrksha).

HAIAY Y SATAY HIAA—D UTeheletd SAdlsT HiAAA UGy:

&% cIdrcal @ HAT AT aRorfd a1, (41,42)

dedetd STclsT AU Ureq: dldd Shafd JareolHed Goriedar,
pAvTFAAAMsTAE FATATRETI: | (22.43,44)

Hey chief of the Sages! When beginningless and endless Yugas have passed one after other,
this tree has arisen again and again in a similar manner; it has not given up its body and undergone
any change; rises the same way as before; carries the same grandeur as when my father lived in it;

and I am living now in the same tree, in the same manner as I was before.
DIRECTIONS

TG d Ppeatd T WX, GIERIIEIT qaAd AL | (22.44,45)

Neither the northern direction nor this Meru Mountain was there before.
This northern direction was something else; the mountain was also something else before.

T eaEATANTSTATA/NIH: CATAled dcd Tded FINATART ATTRH | (22.45,46)

HPIE: RETHARICHATCEATADRT G2 FEAAAIAT JEATCEAY TTfed fEMs=a2AT| (22.46,47)

I alone am the same one with the same form, even as Brahmaa’s nights passed away one by one.

At the end of my contemplation (at the time of the new Creation), I look at the new Creation and conceive
what I remember as the ‘movement of the Sun and the stars and the directions’, based on the position of
the Meru Mountain. If the Meru is positioned differently, the directions also become different.

d HedlHsolilcAcd HAehdel TOT: HcHATUegaAhRIaHaIsT TaSfFHa| (22.47,48)

I am of the opinion that the world is neither existent nor non-existent, and the mind alone gets deluded.

All this shines forth by the magic of one’s own ideas.
(Relationships and time-factors also change randomly. Genders also change.)

g: fUgeaarfa T arcalar gun, Eicd T dl Irdegasia TAIFETEH| (22.48,49)
A son becomes a father and a friend becomes an enemy.

I remember hundreds of males becoming females also.
(Yugas also appear in any random order, as per the intellectual purity or impurity of the people.)

el PAGIMARIHA HIOGIEATd FA™T T IT HFEATH HAAR | (22.49,50)

Muneeshvara! I remember well how sometimes the people in KaliYuga act the ways of KrtaYuga;
and the state of KaliYuga appearing in the TretaaYuga and Dvaapara Yuga.

HETACAGTAETH DA TIRINUT: HINN oA TATaR e A ceh TR cEATFIRH | (22.50,51)

I remember people acting with their own independently made rules, unaware of the Vedas and their
meanings, and behaving unrestrained in some Creations.

ITAR FET0N SRIHGIGATIY Iggoraedled STTeged TAIFIEH| (22.51)

Hey Brahman!l remember the world completely void and empty without Suras, Asuras, or humans,

at the end of four Yugas, when Brahmaa was in the contemplation of Brahman (before the end of his Kalpa).

A AFA AT I arhRa ST AT AT HAAHACT FINEATFIEH | (22.52)

I remember ten Creations where there were beings made of air and not any gross elements at all,
getting created by the mind (like Aeindava Creations).

CIEER R BN B BRI G GEARIC
AR e HAvEAIFIE SRIfeAsaure| (22.53)

I remember countless days of Brahmaas (Creations) filled with varied situations, varied lands,
varied modes of behaviour, and varied beings wearing varied types of attires.




